
Main Street School 

     Main Street School officially started in 

August of 2006 as ASK Learning Center by 

Tanya Apana. Our intention was to provide an 

alternative learning environment for students 

and families who were looking for a smaller, 

more personalized atmosphere that provided 

an experiential or project based curriculum .  

     Our students come from various learning 

environments. For some, this is their first 

taste of school, and our home-like atmosphere 

is a welcoming introduction. Some come to us from a homeschooling background, and 

our flexibility and  multi-age classrooms allow for an easy transition. Still others tran-

sition to Main Street from other private or public schools. 

     Our students come not only from Norwalk, but also many other metro communities. 

We have had students from Waukee, Urbandale, West Des Moines, Des Moines, India-

nola, Martensdale and as far south as St. Mary’s and as far north as Ames.  

     Children are taught using individual curriculums based on the needs of the whole 

child. We subscribe to the premise that a quality education focuses on emotional, 

physical, social and academic development. We work to create a safe and welcoming 

environment by creating strong relationships amongst teachers, students and families.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Check Us Out 

We love to give tours of our school. We pre-

fer to schedule them between 8:30-10:30 

A.M. During the tour , you will meet the 

teachers and see the school in action. If you 

feel our style is a good fit for your child, we 

invite you to schedule a time for them to sit 

in with a class. All of the enrollment informa-

tion and paperwork can be found on our 

website: www.mainstschool.com. To schedule 

a tour you may call or email us at                    

office@mainstschool.org  or 515-981-1275 



     Our primary classroom welcomes 

children from age 3 through age 5 

comprising what would typically be 

considered the preschool, pre-K and 

kindergarten years. We ask that 

children be potty independent be-

fore starting. We enroll anytime 

during the year as long as there are 

openings.  

     During this three year span, children 

have an innate power to teach them-

selves, and our primary classroom is set 

up to allow them to explore their inter-

ests and dive into their learning in an 

independent manner. Children are also 

highly physically motivated at this stage 

and movement is  not just allowed but 

encouraged. 

     The three year age span allows each 

student the natural evolution of being 

the youngest and learning to ask for help 

from their more experienced peers to 

becoming the capable and respectful  

leaders of the class.  As students pre-

pare to transition, they may spend part 

of their day in the elementary classroom.  

     This classroom typically includes 5-8 

members allowing the teacher to really 

know their students well.  After touring, 

a classroom visit is recommended if pos-

sible to allow the child to meet the 

teacher and interact briefly in the envi-

ronment.  

Arrival-We gather in the morning in 

our backyard for some playtime before 

the start of our work day. 

Morning Work- We put away belong-

ings, remove shoes, and begin morning 

work 

Morning Meeting-We begin with the 

pledge of allegiance and calendar math. 

We discuss our schedule for the day, 

assign classroom jobs, join in music and 

movement, and have a literacy lesson 

and activity 

Centers-A brief introduction and plan-

ning time, then students move through-

out centers at their own pace, allowing 

time for individual work with the 

teacher 

Snack- After a bathroom break and 

hand washing, we will enjoy a snack 

together family style while reviewing 

the work we did in centers 

Writing Journals- We write, draw, or 

color in journals to help reflect on our 

thoughts. In journaling, we practice 

both literacy and fine motor skills 

Circle Time- In this group meeting, we 

join together for a math activity  

Recess- Time to develop gross motor 

skills, engage in dramatic play, and en-

joy being outdoors when possible 

Lunch- We gather in the kitchen to 

refuel our bodies and share interesting 

conversations 

Specials Time- Art, Music, Library, PE 

Story time- A book is chosen by the 

students or teacher and shared aloud. 

Discussion following will focus on re-

call, reflection of the story as it re-

lates to us and our experiences, and 

even creative adaptations to the story 

Rest/Quiet Time- Students have a 

special place to recover from our busy 

morning 

Science- Classroom discussion, explo-

ration, and experimentation in science 

Clean-up and Dismissal- We will end 

our day by completing our daily school 

chores 

“Our favorite part of Main Street School are the 

teachers! They are flexible, able to meet every kid 

where they are and take them where they need to 

be. They are creative, incorporating innovative and 

unique challenges into learning. They are fun, 

always making learning an enjoyable, smile-worthy 

endeavor. Our son arrives at school everyday 

excited and leaves with a smile!” 

“Main Street has been amazing for our daughter. 

We started her when she was 3 because she is 

very bright and very verbal and she needed 

something more than daycare. She has grown and 

flourished there. The one-on-one attention is 

amazing, the student paced learning is 

exceptional and it’s like a small family which is 

something we love!” 

“By allowing the children to explore their own 

passions in learning, our daughter has excelled 

well beyond her age level in both reading and 

math. At the same time, she has strong social 

interactions with children and adults of all ages 

which makes her very well rounded and well 

mannered for a 5 year old. The school teaches 

life skills while creatively allowing students to 

explore.” 



     Our elementary classroom is a 

unique and stimulating learning ex-

perience very appropriate to our 

environment. It is comprised of stu-

dents in grades first through 

fourth with curriculum that is indi-

vidualized to each student’s needs. 

We do not practice ‘one size fits all’ 

learning, our belief being that the 

needs of individual students are 

different, and thus, must be differ-

ently addressed. This philosophy 

places an emphasis on the students’ 

role in the learning experience, al-

lowing them to engage at their own 

level and in their own time. They 

embrace the challenge of meeting 

their individual goals.   

     Our curriculum consists of all 

the usual core areas. Some of the 

ways we are unique is by our empha-

sis on handwriting, both print and 

cursive, and world geography. To 

communicate well, you must write 

well, and we believe that handwriting 

cannot be overlooked as part of that 

process. We also believe that global 

citizens must know about all the dif-

ferent parts of our world, so geog-

raphy and map skills are practiced 

weekly. The elementary students 

love to challenge the middle school 

kids on map skills. It is a fast and 

furious competition to see who can 

identify the 

most coun-

tries on the 

world map. 

     One of 

the stu-

dents’ fa-

vorite parts 

of the day 

is when 

they are 

working on 

their pro-

ject-based 

learning. During this time, each stu-

dent creates his or her unique learn-

ing experience, related to the areas 

of science and social studies. Some 

of our recent projects have been 

focused on zoology, space, and natu-

ral disasters. For example, the stu-

dents learned about types of natural 

disasters and how they occur. They 

investigated, according to their 

interests, fault lines and active vol-

canoes, tsunamis, floods and earth-

quakes and their impact on human 

and animal life as well as buildings 

and infrastructure. They played 

the role of engineers to observe 

what happens in each scenario and 

presented a “recommendations re-

port” to their classmates regarding 

what they can do to keep people, 

buildings, and animals safe in each 

of the situations.  

     Along with academic develop-

ment, we also provide opportunity 

for creative pursuits. The students 

have weekly art and music classes. 

We promote emotional development 

through group discussion, peer co-

operation and journaling. Helping a 

child develop the skills of personal 

reflection supports his or her abil-

ity to “read” others’ emotions and 

interact positively, in order to form 

both peer and teacher-student re-

lationships, paramount to becoming 

successful humans.  

“ Main Street’s education has been 

wonderful for my children. It has allowed 

them to be independent thinkers and focus 

on learning. I appreciate that my kids have 

been encouraged to develop their own sense 

of themselves without the social pressure to 

fit into a pre-set ideal.” -3rd grade parent    

“ Our son’s elementary education at Main Street has 

been instrumental in allowing him to make leaps and 

bounds in his education. He is constantly challenged 

and is provided the support and guidance to believe 

in himself to reach goals that he thought were not 

achievable. The small class sizes allow the teacher 

to individualize his learning and determine what he 

is passionate about.” - 4th grade parent 



community.  

     Amid these academic pursuits, 

we also devote time for developing 

creativity and promoting explora-

tion. We have wonderful specialty 

teachers that share their talents 

and passions with our students 

weekly, and we plan weekly outings 

when the weather permits to inves-

tigate the community and nature 

around us.  

     Our small leveled groups offer a 

time for the students to engage in 

the academic disciplines at their own 

academic levels.  History topics such 

as WWI and WWII are taught to 

everyone but at different depths of 

inquiry and information acquisition. 

Math is done in a small group or on an 

individual basis, depending on each 

student’s level. Time for teacher in-

struction and discussion is provided, 

followed by individual work time or 

cooperative practice of the skills.  

     We consider ourselves a project-

based school. Projects can be long, 

multiple-year endeavors or a short 

couple of weeks. The projects aim to 

connect as many curricular areas as 

possible with a goal of making the 

skills or information we are studying 

meaningful and relevant to the stu-

dents. An example of a short-

term project is students creating 

a “twitter-wall” where they have 

taken the role of the leaders in 

WWII, exchanging “tweets” with 

each other. What would our world 

leaders have claimed or charged 

each other with if they had had 

Twitter? A long term project 

would be our community gardens. 

In the last two years, students have 

helped to research, design, create, 

plant, harvest and distribute the 

bounty of two gardens in the front 

yard of our school. They utilize their 

skills in math, science, reading, writ-

ing and history to make the project a 

success. Their on-going care and in-

volvement gives them a sense of ac-

complishment and belonging to our 

     Our middle school program at 

Main Street serves as a time for 

students to examine their strengths 

and weaknesses, set learning goals 

and acquire new skills as they pre-

pare for the eventual transition to 

high school level. Our middle school 

is comprised of 5th through 8th grad-

ers who participate in a mix of large 

groups, small leveled groups and indi-

vidual project work. With the range 

of ages and maturity, our 5th graders 

look up to the older students who 

“know the ropes”, while the 8th grad-

ers in the classroom organically learn 

about mentoring, leadership, and col-

laboration. 

     The day usually starts in a large 

group setting with “What’s in the 

News”. This is an activity in which 

the students discuss current events. 

They share topics and news items, 

both domestic and international, that 

they have heard about. The students 

learn from each other, have a chance 

to voice their opinions and debate 

the contemporary issues which sur-

round them. The large group time is 

also a time for reading and discuss-

ing articles related to social behavior 

and emotional development and for 

engaging in self-reflection activities. 

Find us on Facebook! 

“My daughter knows herself and likes herself. She is 

comfortable talking to 3 year olds and 90 year olds. She has 

compassion for her community and a sense of civic 

responsibility. She seeks out new challenges without being 

pushed and is not afraid to fail. She has perseverance that 

keeps her searching for solutions. I feel these are the skills 

that will help her transition into adulthood more than any other 

and I attribute those to her 9 years at ASK/Main Street. She 

transitioned to high school easily and is academically 

successful. Most importantly, she is a very enjoyable human .  


